
 
 

LESSONS FROM THE GREAT ESCAPE 
Acts 12:1-25 

 
Acts 1-2: 30 AD     Acts 12: ________ 
 
(vv.1-2) 
(James and John) said to Him, "We are able. “So Jesus said to them, 
"You will indeed drink the cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am 
baptized with you will be baptized; but to sit on My right hand and on 
My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it is prepared."  
- Mark 10:39-40 
 
Sword: machaira - a knife, i.e. dirk (Strong’s) 
 
(v.4) This is Peter’s _______ time in prison 
This is the _______ time Peter is ________ in prison for a _____ 

They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put 
them in jail until the next day. But many who heard the message 
believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand.  
 - Acts 4:3-4 
 
But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the 
prison, and taking them out he said, "Go, stand and speak to the 
people in the temple the whole message of this Life." Upon hearing 
this, they entered into the temple about daybreak and began to 
teach - Acts 5:19-21 

 
4 squads of ____ soldiers: _____________    
Jewish people are celebrating the deliverance of their nation 
through God’s intervention (Passover), a herald of God’s 
deliverance is taken into custody to please the Jewish People 
(NIV Life App Comm) 
 
(vv.5-6) James was martyred, Peter will be rescued 
Both will be ___________ to Christ regardless _______________ 
 

 
 
 
Peter can rest because of his ___________________________ 

"Truly, truly, I say to you (Peter), when you were younger, you 
used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you 
grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone else will 
gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go." Now this He 
said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God.  
- John 21:18-19 
 

(vv.7-11) 
God delivers miraculously but doesn’t do for Peter what he can 
_____________________ 
God alone can do the _________________, but His people must 
do the _______________ (BEC) 
 
(v.16) 
It’s great that we _____________ that God _________,   
but it’s sad when we are ______________ that God ___________ 
 
We notice the balance of ______________ and __________ (v.17) 
 
Herod was ________________ by Peter’s escape (v.19) 

Herod having sought for him, and not having found, having 
examined the guards, did command [them] to be led away to 
punishment, and having gone down from Judea to Cesarea, he 
was abiding [there]. - Acts 12:19 (YLT) 
 
(vv.23-24) 
Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 
wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL 
REPAY," says the Lord. "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, 
FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN 
SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD." 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
- Romans 12:19-21 
 

 


