A SORE SUBJECT 

Genesis 17

 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, Rom 15:4

It’s been ________ years since God has spoken to Abraham

And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God James 2:23 NKJV

Abraham and to the Believer  (v.1)

“Walk before me”  God wants a   _________________

“Be Blameless” Abraham you’re 99 it’s  time to __________

(vs.2-8)

Abram- Exalted Father (Easton’s)

Abraham- Father of a great multitude (Easton’s)

Part of God’s plan is to change the way _________ ourselves 

God  sees us as we ____________ be and ___________ be

Spiritually Speaking Abraham (and I) have to decide:  Do I want to ____________ or am I ready to ______________   ?

My Choice________________

(vs.9-11)

It’s the ______________________  not the Covenant (v.10)

For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God. Rom 2:28-3:1

…in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; Col 2:11-12

Why choose circumcision? A constant reminder that I belong to God.  Symbolically, something needs to be removed in order to increase sensitivity.

Circumcise your hearts , therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any longer. Deut 10:16

 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live Deut 30:5-6

When God wants to remove something: 

 It’s usually __________________________

If God wants to __________ it, it’s because I don’t ______ it

I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit. John 15:1-3

(v.14)  Either ___________ will separate me from ________

Or ____________ will separate me from  ____________

(v.23)  This will be in keeping with ________________ but will make no sense to ___________________

Abraham is called respond in  ___________ not __________

Lesson:  Delayed obedience is ______________________

In Retrospect:  Abraham will have ____________________
