KNOWING JESUS
Philippians 3:1-11

Two Heresies in The Church Back Then (and Now):

Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the
brothers: "Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom
taught by Moses, you cannot be saved." This brought Paul... into
sharp dispute - Acts 15:1-2 (NIV)

Taught: Only saved through
Added:

Everything is permissible for me" - but not everything is beneficial.
"Everything is permissible for me" - but | will not be mastered by
anything. - 1 Corinthians 6:12-13 (NIV)

(vv.2-3)

Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of the false
circumcision (katatome); for we are the true circumcision (peritome),
- Philippians 3:2-3

Katatome: (to cut); a cutting down (off), i.e. mutilation

Characteristics of the True Circumcision (v.3)
Those who worship in not by a (v.3)
Those who only boast about what Jesus
Glory: rejoice - kauchaomai (to boast) (v.3)
| put no confidence in
...put no confidence in the flesh (v.3)

How Confidence in the Flesh Didn’t Help (vv.4-7)

The answer wasn’t found in being (v.6)
...concerning zeal, persecuting the church;

- Philippians 3:6 (NKJV)

The answer wasn’t in keeping (v.6)

...as to the Law, a Pharisee (v.5)

The answer wasn’t being a (v.6)
...concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless
- Philippians 3:6

Paul: | used to see those things as a profit (NIV) or gain (NASU)
but now I realize those things are actually to
knowing Jesus (v.7)
...those things | have counted as loss (zemia) for the sake of Christ.
- Philippians 3:7

Loss: zemia - (through the idea of violence); detriment

KJV - damage, loss

(vv.8-11) One long sentence in Greek:
Nothing compares to as my Lord (v.8)
The surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord (v.8)

Things lost are dung, not only but

...and do count them but dung, that | may win Christ,
- Philippians 3:8 (KJV)

Righteousness (being right with God) comes through faith in
(v.9)

Paul’s greatest was knowing Jesus (v.10)
That | may know (ginosko) Him (v.10)
Know: ginosko - to know by interaction and experience (BKC)

Knowing (ginosko) Jesus changes my (v.10)

The Test: How do | know that | know (ginosko) Jesus?
We know that we have come to know (ginosko) Him if we obey
His commands. The man who says, "l know (ginosko) Him," but
does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in
him. - 1 John 2:3-4

Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs of God and co-
heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that
we may also share in His glory. - Romans 8:17



